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Expoſtulatory Epiſtle, c. 


I. | | 
« DDRESSES of this kind 
are'a fort of Shadows, that 
neceſſarily attend Genii like 
a yours, that move in ſuperior 
-Spheres. We cannot always enter into 
the Motives of your Conduct, and there- 
fore it is no Wonder, if being at ſo 
great a Diſtance, we ſometimes miſtake 
them. But, as in private Friendſhips 
the Intimacy ſeldom continues long af- 
ter the uſual Freedom of Intercourſe 
ceaſes; ſo in publick Connections, the 
firſt Stirtings of ill Humour, generally 
ariſes from our not expoſing our Griefs 
in Time. You will perceive, Sir, that 
J eſteem a Patriot a Friend to the Peo- 
ple, one who Acts for their Sakes and 
not for his own; who is ready on every 
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| Occaſion to appeal to them for the Juſ- 

tification of his Conduct, and whe is 

; conſequently never unwilling to hear 

_ What they have to offer with Reſpect 

either to National Meaſures, or his own 

private Behaviour, Were it otherwiſe 

| his Appeals would be ridiculous, as 
| rending only to produce an Echo of 


falſe Applauſe. 
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Your ſudden Change of Behaviour 
muſt.naturally excite Wonder and Sur- 
prize in the Bofom of your beſt Friends, 
by which I do not mean - thoſe whb 
your Intimates, or the general Gi 
your Acquaintance; but ſuch. 

— Honour and Spirit as revere you at a Di- 
ſtance, and heartily with you well from 
from no other Motive than your pub- 
lick Character. Theſe, Sir, I call your 
beſt Friends, and not your Creatures and 
Dependants; ſuch as enjdy you in your 
Hours of Mirth, or owe their particular . 
Happineſs to your indulgent Bounty, for 
it is very poſſible they may not be your 
beſt Friends, though you are certainly 
theirs. But ſuch as behold you at a Di- 
ſtance, who. look upon you as a good 
old Engliſh Gentleman equally tender 
þ -: of your own Honour, and zealous for 
- that 
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that of your, Country, an Enemy to 
lawleſs Power on one Hand, and lawleſs 
Faction on the other, tender of rhe Peo- 
ple's Purſes, and watchful over their In- 
teteſts; choſe I ſay, who conſidering you 
in this Light, love and honour you as a 
Patriot, are your beſt Friends, and ſuch 
they are that your preſent Conduct a- 
larms. 


If they could be perſuaded, Sir, that 
you are a true Prophet, and have brought 
the Mountain ro you, inſtead of going 
yourſelf to the Mountain, they would 
be thoroughly ſatisfied, and be of all 
others the moſt ready to applaud: you. 
Bur the common Opinion has been ſand 
common Opinion has not in this Reſpect 
ſuffer'd much from the Experience of 
later Years] that Courts do not change 
ſo readily as private Men; but that like 
Whirlpools they draw in thoſe that ven- 
ture too near their Sphere of Action, 
inſtead of expanding themſelves ſo, as to 
loſe that dangerous kind of Motion, Ir 
is, Sir, fairly ro diſcuſs this Point, to 
examine the Foundation of their Ap- 
prehenſions, to gueſs which are moſt. 
probable, their Hopes or their Fears, 
that I put Pen to Paper, and addreſs my- 
| ſelf 
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ſelf to you, as to the Perſon moſt nearly 
concerned, and to whom this Diſcourſe 
properly belongs; though it be not ei- 
ther Dedication or Libel, and which I 
hope will be entertained rather by your 
Reaſon, than your Paſſions, ſibce as it 
is by no Means meant to fatter, ſo is it as 
little intended to offend you. | 


It will be natural for you to exclaim- 
without reading farther, what would 
theſe People have, why are they alarm- 
ed, what Occaſion have I given for theſe 
Apprehenſions? I have neither received 
Feather, or Fortune from my going 
to —. I am not a Groat the richer, 
or a Step the higher for it. Very true, 
Sir; but the former Coalition had a 
kind of Godfatber, who accepted of 
nothing himſelf, who declared he was 
no Miniſter, and would be no Miaiſter; 
but took upon him to anſwer for Mini- 
ſters, to juſtify Miniſters, and to ac- 
count for the Conduct of Miniſters. 
This, Sir, was the Light, in which that 
Right Honourable Perſon ſtood, and is 
the very ſame in which we now conſi- 
der you. Give me leave, Sir, alſo to 
put you Mind, that even at the Time of 


that Coalition you acted pretty much 
| the 


(7) 

the Part of a Mediator; and ſhewed a 
Deſire to keep Things quiet, that is to 
ſay, to keep them in Suſpence, till thoſe 
Deſerters had fixed themſelves in their 
Places, and then you ſaw too late, how 
little heed is to be given to Renegado 
Patriots; how little Credit is due to the 
Fair Promiſes of Placemen. It is true, 
that you remained with your Friends up- 
on that Occaſion, that you diſtinguiſh- 
ed yourſelf in the proſecuting thoſe who 
deceived you; and that you have now 
driven them from the Field of Battle, 
and gained a ſecond Victory in the Cauſe 
of your Country. But the Wonder is, 
that you are always for treating, when 

ou are victorious, and for having Re- 
courſe to Negotiations with thoſe who 

ractiſed them for ſo many Years, that 
they may well be thought Maſters of the 
Art. 


It is in vain to tell us, you have taken 
nothing yourſelf, while you approve 
the Conduct of your Friends, who have. 
A Man who juſtifies what another has 
done, may be preſumed to be willing to 
do the ſame Thing ; and one has reaſon 
do ſuſpect only waits the Opportunity; 

ſo that this Excuſe, which ſome ſay has 

e | fallen 


1 
fallen from yourſelf, but which has cer- 
tainly been the common Topick of your 
Friends, ever ſince the memorable Pa- 
negyrick on the GREAT Man, is in 
reality no Excuſe at all, but a mere 


playing with our Apprehenſions, which 


we who are in earneſt bear with leſs 


Patience, than flat Declaration againſt 


Us. 


been a Warning, a Warning in many 
Senſes, to thoſe who remained firm. 
You muſt remember, Sir, that thoſe 
People for a Time preſerved Appear- 
ances with their old Friends, they talk- 
ed loud, promiſed much, nay, and did 
ſomething ; but what have your Friends 
in Power done, or what Appearance 1s 
there that they will be able to do any 
Thing more than rub over a——, which 
could not be rubbed over without their 
Aſſiſtance? This may give them ſome 
Merit in the Eyes of their new Friends; 
but will not contribute much to eſtabliſh 
their Characters with thoſe they have 
lefr, or with the People, You have 
been complaining for many Years, and 
now you have dropt your Complaints; 
but what then? are the Things . 
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of which you complained? Are they in 
a way of being redreſſed? If they are 
not, why ſhould you imagine that ſuch as 
are not in the Secret of your applauding 
ro-day what yeſterday you condemned, 
ſhould juſtify your Change, and join in 
your Applauſes. This you cannot ex- 
but from implicit Faith, and that 
you and your Friends have ridiculed ſo 
much, that it is not eaſy to believe you 
yourſelves expect it. | 


The Poſſeſſion of Places is indeed a 
Matter of great Conſequence to. partt- 
cular Men, but of no Conſequence at 
all to the Nation, Ir is much the ſame 
Thing to them who the Men are, if 
bad Meaſures be purſued, and if their be 
any Difference, it is a Difference not at 
all in Favour of the new Placemen; be- 
cauſe it is ſuch a Difference as tends only 
to confirm rhe general Doctrine, that 
every Man has his Price, and that all 
Placemen have but one way of thinking, 
Such as were plain Politicians, and rea- 
ſon directly from che Principles you and 
your Friends laid down, expected that 
nothing but a Change of Meaſures ſhould 
have led them to a Change of Conduct, 
or a Change in their Situation, Why 
| 8B did 
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(1) 
did we complain, or rather why did you. 
complain of thoſe who left us firſt, but 


| becaule they were too haſty, and ſhewed 


an Eagerneſs of getting into Power, be- 
fore the neceſſary Steps were taken to 
render the Poſſeſſion of Power popular, 
that is to ſay, pleaſing and agreeable in 
the Eyes of the People? If thoſe People 
were wrong, and wrong in your Judg- 
ment, how can your Friends be in the 
right, or with what Face can they fol- 
low an Example, the very decrying of 
which has put it in their Power to fol- 


low it? 


You may indeed, make a Jeſt of Po- 
pularity, as your Predecelors i in Deſer- 
tion did, when they had loſt it. You may 
ſay the People are never to be pleaſed ; 
you may give the Cue to thoſe that were 
appointed to preach, that the People 
ſhould be ever pleaſed, to take a new 
Text; and to declaim. as violently a- 
gainſt the People, as under your Patro- 
nage they did againſt your Predeceſſors. 
But can you imagine that this will have 
any Effect? Can all the talking, all the 
writing in the World anſwer what you 
yourſelves have ſaid, what you yourſelves 


have wrote, and What from the Reaſon 
| of 
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of the Thing the People knew to be 
Truth long before, and loved and ho- 
noured you, for avowing and defend- 
ing it? No certainly; you cannot even 
in your moſt ſanguine Moments expect 
any ſuch thing. You may change your 
Conduct; you may change your Condi- 
tion, but you cannot change the Nature 
of Things, or'the Senſe that Mankind 
have of their Nature. You may ſay, 
that Black is White, but you will never 
perſuade your Countrymen to believe it; 
and which is more, you will never per- 
ſuade them that you believe it your- 


ſelves, 


But to deſcend a little to Particulars, 
What are we to think of the War in 
your Hands, that we did not think of it 
while it was in the Hands of others? 
You have been pleaſed to furnith us 
with a new way of talking about it, 
and that's all You ſay, that the Object 
of the War is changed; but is it for the 
better or worſe? For the better to be 
ſure, you will ſay, Very well, be it fo, 
But then we have been purſuing a wrong 
Object at a great Expence for many 
Years ; and perhaps when you have pur- 
ſued this new Object for a Year or two at 
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as a great or a greater Expence, the ſame 
thing may be ſaid by another ſet of People, 
and with the ſame ſhew of Reaſon. And 
thus we may go on multiplying Debts 


and Taxes, till we have not either Mo- 


ney or Credit left. If you are fatisfied 
of the Truth of what you afferr, or 
thought it practicable to ſatisfy the 
World in it, why did not you go about 
it; or, which is a cloſer Queſtion, why 
upon this great Change were ſo many 
Foreign Courts told that the Alteration 
of Men ſhould make no Alteration of 
Meaſures; but that the War ſhould be 
carried on with the ſame Vigour and 
with the ſame Views as before ? 


This, Sir, is a Matter of vaſt Impor- 
tance to the People, and you and your 
Friends cannot ſurely think ſo meanly of 
them, as to ſuppoſe they canwillingly part 
with their Money from Year to Year, 
without having a clear Account how it 
has been beſtowed. If what has been 
hitherto given was properly laid out, 
why is not this confeſſed ? If it was idly 
ſquandered away, or employed to wrong 
Purpoſes, why was this not examined in- 
to? Why was it not made as plain as the 


Sun at Noon-day? Or, why ſhould not 
this 
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this Examination and Detection have 
preceded the Change of the Object? 
Was not this aſſerted to be the right Me- 
thod even by yourſelves? Did not you 
ſtruggle for it two Years together? Did 
not your Scribes inform the Nation that 
it was what they had a Right to expect, 
and what ought to be done for them? 
Why then did not you do it? 


You either have the Power of doing 
this, or you have it not, If you have, 
where is your Excuſe for not doing it ? 
If you have not, how is your Country. 
the better for your having Places, or 
why did you take them? You have been 
told, and told to your Teeth, that the 
Fact was not as you ſtated it. Was not 
this a fair Challenge to an Enquiry? 
Why then did you decline it. Will not 
this turn to the Juſtification of thoſe you 
have diſplaced ? Will they not fay in 
their own Defence that one Opinion is 
as good as another, rill it is diſproved 
by Facts? And if you have the Facts in 
your Power, why do you not bring 
them into Proof? If they are not in 
your Power, what becomes of your Ar- 
gument, Can you imagine that all the 
Complaints made of bad Conduct by 

Sea 
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Sea and Land, of vaſt Sums thrown a- 
way, of Fleets rotting to no Purpoſe 
of Armies waſting without Action, and 
of "Treaties made at a large Expence with 
little or no Effect, are buried in Obli- 
vion? You cannot ſurely think ſo poor- 
Iy of your own Endeavonrs, or believe 
that Performances that coſt you ſo much 
Pains, are ſo ſoon forgotten. And if 
not forgotten by others, why are they 
not remembered by yourfelves? Why 
is not the Nation ſatisfied as to the Na- 
ture of the Miſtakes that have been 
made, the Authors of thoſe Miſtakes, 
and the Conſequences of them? Or, 
what Reaſon is there to hope, that in 
ſucceeding Times they ſhall be amended 
without ſuch previous {inquiries ? 


It may be the Intereſt indeed of ſuch 
as adviſed theſe miſtaken Meaſures, ſuch 
as abetted, and ſuch as executed them, to 
put off and adjourn fuch Enquiries; they 
can gain by nothing ſo much as gaining 
Time; Circumſtances will wear out of 
Memory; Evidence will be loft ; and a 
Change of Events may poſſibly render 
all Refearches impracticable. It is there- 
fore Wiſdom and Prudence in them to 


let Things go over; but for thoſe, who 


have 


(15) 5 
have valued themſelves on their Pene- 
tration in finding out thoſe Miſtakes, 
on their Sagacity in predicting their 
Conſequences, and on their Integrity in 
doing all this when nothing more was in 
their Power; for theſe Men to concur 
in poſtponing, for theſe Men to give 
into Projects of Oblivion, for theſe 
Men to let lip what was fo viſibly for 
their own Intereſt, and as they have 
over and over in the moſt folemn Man- 
ner aſſerted for the Intereſt of the Na- 
tion, is aſtoniſhing ; and would be incre- 
dible, if we did not live in an Age of 
Political Miracles, wherein one ſurpri- 
ſing Thing follows ſo faſt upon ano- 
ther, that no Abſurdity, how great ſo- 
ever, can be too big for Beelif, 


There are but two Pretences that even 
the moſt ſharp-ſighted of your Advo- 
cates have been able to deviſe for co- 
louring ſuch a Proceeding, and I will un- 
dertake to ſhew you that neither of theſe 
has any Weight; and conſequently that 
the inſiſting upon them is ſo far from 
doing your Friends Service that it does 
them hurt. The firſt is, that theſe 
are no Times for Enquiry, that the Bu- 
neſs of the Nation muſt go on, and 

| that 
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that the Proſecution of the War ſupet- 


ſedes the Queſtion, how hitherto it has 


been proſecuted ? But conſider a little 
with yourſelf, how contemptuouſly this 
kind of reaſoning was treated by your- 
ſelves a Year or two ago; and how con- 
temptible it is in itſelf when it falls from 
our Mouths now. If we are not to be 
ſatisfied by a fair and legal Proof that 
what you aſſerted to be wrong was really 
ſo, you undermine the Foundation of 
our own Conduct; for till we are fatis- 
fied of this, we cannot be ſure, that 
you are in the right. If, therefore, as 
you formerly told us, it was Madneſs 
to part with our Money upon Uncer- 
rainties, it muſt be Madneſs ſtill; for 
that the Nation ſhould have ſome Cer- 
tainty, was what you formerly thought 
reaſonable, and the Nation thinks fo 
ſtill; and therefore no Time can be 
improper for coming at that Certainty, 
if it is to be come at, This you 
know beſt, If it be not, you have ſup- 
planted your Predeceſſors by Clamour ; 
if it be, by not diſclofing it you betray 
yourſelves, | 


The 
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The ſecond Pretence is juſt as weak 
and idle as the former. It is ſaid, there 
is no need of an Enquiry, the thing is 
ſelf-evident, every Body is fatisfied as 
co paſt Miſtakes, and our preſent Buſi- 
nes is to remedy them for the future, 
But with Submiſſion, Sir, who is this 
every Body? not the People your Friends 
have diſplaced, for they openly deny it; 
not your new Friends that you have 
joined, for you could never. bring them 
to confeſs it, becauſe that would have 
been accuſing themſelves ; not the Peo- 
ple you have 4%, for they depended on 

the Proofs which you declared were in 
your Power; ſo that after all, this ever. 

ody, when thoroughly ſifted, comes out 
to be no Body but your noble Selves, Is 
not this a wonderful Solution of the 
Difficulty? Will ic not ſatisfy the Wits in 
every Coffee - houſe? Will it not filence 
the Orators in other Houſes? Will ic 
not paſs for Demonſtration in the Coun- 
try? And will there be a Man found of 
ſo intractable a Temper, as not to be ſa- 
tified with this Proof ? | 


You ought to conſider, Sir, that che 


Liberties you have taken with former: 
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Miniſters, have opened the Eyes, and 
untied the Tongues of the World in 
general; and that it is impoſſible for 
you to recur to thoſe Practices which 
were ſerviceable to them, You have 
declared that no Credit is due to Men in 
Power, farther than their Aſſertions are 
ſupporred by Truth. This, Sir, binds 
your Friends down to prove every thing 
they ſay, or to allow us to disbelieve 
whatever they aſſert without Proof. 
You have likewiſe maintained that em- 
ploying Force to abridge Freedom of 
Speech, is an Argument that the Liber = 
ties taken are founded in Truth; fo that 
which ever way you ſtir your old Prin- 

ciples muſt fly in your Faces, till ſuch 
time as throwing aſide all Pretences you 
comply with what the Intereſt of the 
Nation requires, what your old Friends 
expect, and what has been promiſed over 
and over by yourſelves. So much, Sir, 
upon this Head. * Pe 


As to domeſtick Affairs you have been 
as little provident, or leſs ſo, than with 
regard to Foreign Concerns, Inſtead of 
paſſing, you have not ſo much as ſpoke, 
or moved, for a popular Bill, notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſevere Things you ſo 

| | lately 
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lately ſaid of thoſe, who neglected the 
ſame Precaution ; neglected it indeed, 
bur not to the Degree you have done ; 
ſomething they did, and profeſſed them- 
ſelves under a Conviction that they ought. 
to do no more, whereas you have done 
nothing, and yet ſolemnly profeſs that 
you hold your old Opinions ſtill, Iris 
from hence that a Notion prevails, 

you have it not in your Power to doany, 
Thing; and if ſo of what uſe is your 
Change? I mean of what uſe to your 
Country? If you are departed from 
our Sentiments you are an Acceſſion 
to the Party who have given you Places; 
but if you retain your former Notions, 
as you ſay you do, then it is very plain 
that you have loſt much of your Signi- 
ficancy. While you were with us you 
had Credit and Weight enough to 
obtain from others what. you now 
(my bur ſince you have left us you 
ave been able to procure nothing from 
them, but what is perſonal; ſetting a- 
ſide then the Affair of Places, and put- 
ting the Diſpute on its true Bottom, 
that of Principle, it is moſt evident, 
that this Change has leſſened you with 
your new Friends, as well as your old, 
C 2 | and 
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and that you are become either inincere 
or inſignificant, | 


The only way to enable the People of 
this Nation to ſupport the vaſt Expences, 
into which they have been led by fruit- 
leſs Negotiations and ineffectual Wars, 
is to reſtore that Spirit of Induſtry and 
Probity, which can only be done by era- 
dicating that Corruption, which has been 
ſo long prevailing. Now the Wir of 
Man can deviſe but two ways of doing 
ehis, which are by Laws and by Exam- 

Lou have yourſelves often pro- 
poſed, and always eſpouſed ſuch falutary 
Motions, as might have produced the 
former, and one would have naturally 
expected that you would have ſhewn the 
Sincerity of your Patriotiſm, by making 
the paſſing of ſuch Laws, the Condition 
fine qud non of your Promotions, By 
not taking this Precaution we have loft 
all Hopes as to Laws, but that is not 
all; for we have likewiſe loft by it all 
Hope from Example. The firſt Deſer- 
rion filled the Friends of Liberty with 
Fear, the laſt will go near to ſtrike them 
with Deſpair; for now they fee your 
Friends bartering publick Spirit for 
Preferment, and hear you approving and 

defending 


(2x) 
defending their Choice, what Hope can 
they have left? In whom can they place 
any Confidence? Or how ſhall they 
henceforth be able to diſtinguiſh Cato 
from Sempronius? 


You may indeed tell us, nay, ſome of 
your Friends have already told us, that 
all Things are not ro be done at once, 
that in Time, and by Degrees, much 
may be effected, and that therefore we 
ought to have Patience. Is this reaſonable; 
is this fit to be credited; is this what 
a great Nation ought to believe? Why 
then, Sir, why did not you and your 
Friends believe it? Why could not they 
or you ba ve had Patience? Why ſhould 
not you have waited till that Time 
came, in which your Country might 
have been ſerved as well as yourſelves? 
Why in ſuch a hurry about Perſons, and 
ſo negligent abour Things? Why ſhould 
you expect that Patience ſhould ſound 
better from your Lips, than from your 
Predeceſſors? Or why, after a ſecond 
Impoſition, ſhould you imagine that 
the People are diſpoſed to be more pati- 
ent, than they were before; unleſs you 
imagine that by repeated Ill- uſage, they 
are like to be taught Patience. 


But 
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But admit thet che People are ſuffici- 
ently tamed, admit that the Treatment 
have received has furniſhed them 
with as large a Stock of Patience as you 
could wiſh ; can you make it at all pro- 
bable to chem, thar they are like co be the 
better for baving Patience! ? Can you ſhew 
them that in any of the Meetings, which 
preceded the late Revolution in Power, 
this Point of procuring ſalutary Laws 
was ſettled ? Or to put a moderate Queſ- 
tion, will you venture upon your Honour 
to aſſert, that ic was ever ſo much as men- 
tioned ? If it was, one would naturally ex- 
pected that you would have made it a Pre- 
liminary, and thereby have laid the Foun- 
dation of your new Miniſtry, upon a fruly 
Broad Bottom. But if it was mentioned, and 
you could not carry that Point, when you 
have carried all the reſt, with what Face 
can you talk of Patience! Then, and 
then only, was the Time when your 
Friends could have been inſtrumental in 
accompliſhing ſo great a Good, What 
may be brought about hereafter may 
probably be owing to other People, and 
all the Merit your Friends will have to 
plead, muſt be their concurring therein 
from 


Whether 
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Whether your neglecting this Mea- 
ſure proceeded from the want of Will, 
or want of Power, only yourſelves can 
determine; but that it did not proceed 
from want of Knowledge all the World 
is convinced. The Pains you have ta- 
ken in recommending Place Bills; your 
repeated Declarations that the Septennial 
Act ought to be repealed; your warmDe- 
clamations againſt influencing Elections; 
your bold Harangues againſt the Weight 
of Power in Parliamentary Debates, and 
your bitter Invectives againſt Foreigners, 
and the Preference given to a Foreign In- 
tereſt, will be ever remembered by your 
Friends, and by your Enemies ; by thoſe 
who have heretofore felt the Effects of 
your Eloquence, and by ſuch as think 
they have now Reaſon to complain, that 
they have not felt any Effects from your 
Elevation and Preferment. All theſe will 
be remembered whether you are paſſive- 
ly filent on theſe Topicks for the future, 
or ĩneffectively active; whether you no 
longer own the Cauſe you have fo long 
eſpouſed, or ou it only in Appearance, 
and to no Purpoſe, 8 


Had 
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Had you been leſs in haſte, had your 
Performances kept pace with your Pro- 
miſes, and the Effects of your publick 
Spirit preceded thoſe of perſonal Am- 
bition, you might have been as great, or 
greater than you now are, without En- 
vy, and without Apprehenſions; you 
would have had Power then as well as 
Places, and might have joined Autho- 
rity to Preferment; but as the Caſe 
now ſtands one may have leave to ſay 
that you are wiſe enough to diſcover 
theſe Things are not gone together; and 
that at preſent you have Grandeur with- 
out Strength, and ſtand on high Ground 
without a ſufficient Support. But if 
you either are not convinced of this, or 

inclined to diſſemble your Conviction, 
give me leave to ſhew you chat in this, as 
well as in moſt other Inſtances, Honeſty 15 
the beſt Policy; and that you would have 
done much better for your/elves, if you 
had done more for us; or rather if you 
had done any Thing for us; and that 
your private Intereſt would have been 
much the ſtronger, if you had the | 
adhered to that of the Publick. 


By 
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By ſticking cloſe'to your Principles, 
y procuring thoſe ſalutary Laws, and 
y doing the. Nation's Buſineſs before 
you did your own ; you mult have made 
a true Coalition of Parties, and thereby 
ut an End to Faction; whereas now 
inſtead of coming in as Conquerors, you 
are received as Auxiliaries, and one 
would imagine that in obliging ſome 
Folks to part with Foreign Mercenaries, 
you had only obliged them to Exchange, 
and fixed a new Corps upon them here 
at Home. Had you conſulted only the 
Publick Good this could not have been 
faid, or if ſaid would not have been be- 
lieved. You would then have ranked 
firſt, and had the Poſt of Honour, whereas 
now you are placed on the Flank, in the 
; or where-ever elſe is moſt for their 
Service. In no one Station are you al- 
lowed to take Poſt by yourſelves, but 
are. ſprinkled with their Veterans to 
ſhew who are your Maſters, and to pre- 
vent your ſetting up for yourſelves, if 
the Crotchet ſhould ever take you in the 
Head to deſert them as you did us, 


F 


If I may be permitted to purſue the 
ſame way of ſpeaking, and I think Alle- 
D gories 
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gories ſhould be allowed in Subjects of 
ſo nice a, Nature, you are put upon, the 
moſt deſperate Service, without any Re 

ward either of Fame or of Pay, whey 
you have per formed it. I do not car 

to tell you in plain Terms what a Fi- 
gure you make, bur I think I can eaſily 
give you a Hint how to diſcover it your: 
ſelves, by putting you in mind of the 
Pictures you drew of, another Band of 
Auxiliaries, that are now e 
is true, that your Pencils then were 

little too much loaded with Colour; and 
you drew in, that Style, which the Pain- 
ters call Caracatura; bur who could 
have imagined that you were then finiſh- 
ing your own Pictures; and yet let me 
tell you, that the moſt diſcerning Judg 

cannot hitherto diſtinguiſh any Diffe- 
Tence in the Features. You are what 
they were, and you are become ſo by 
out-doing them in every Thing which 
yourſeives had ſuggeſted rendered them 
odious. It may indeed be granted that 
now and then you ſtart into your old 
Opinions, but even this is unbecoming, 
gives no Satisfaction to your odd Friends, 
and increaſes the Suſpicion that mũſt 


neceſſarily be had of you by your new 
Ones. FFI 


The 
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The Difficulties: that you have hither- 
to felt are but Trifles, to what are to 
come. You are and muſt be a long time 
in a State of Probation; and how uneaſy 
a State that is, you know much better 
than I, The Warmth you have for- 
merly ſhewn againſt a certain Foreign 
Concern recurs upon yourſel yes. To 
be rid of the Imputation of Diſlike, or 
perhaps of ſomewhat more, it will be ex- 
pected that you ſhould double your Di- 
ligence; and though perhaps the Plan 
of Operation may be diſpenſed with for 
one Year, yet if you ſerve next Seaſon 
on the ſame ſide, I dare propheſy that 
ſome Method will be found out to dip 
you as deep in that muddy Stream, as 
your: Predeceſſors. You may poſſibly 
fancy that your Intereſt by that Time 
will be ſtrong enough to excuſe: you; 
but if you ſhould fancy ſo you will be 
deceived; this is a Teſt that never can 
be wa ved, and if you take it with a bad 
Grace it will have the ſame Effect as if 
you refuſed it. All paſt Offences on that 
Subject will be revived, every little Slip 
will be remembered, and to make a- 
mends for paſt Coldneſs, it will be ex- 
pected that you ſhould act not only with 
111 MA Zeal, 


(8) 
Zeal, but with Fury; and how you will 


be able to accompliſh ſuch a Taſk, as I 


am notable to conceive, ſo I ſhall not 
offer to deſcribe. 


But you may poſſibly feed yourſelves 
with the Notion, that there will be no 
leading you farther than you are inclin- 
ed to go, and that you ſhall at all Times 
be Maſters of your own Meaſures. Yet 
if you confider the thing attentively, 
you will perceive that this Notion is 
groundleſs; and that as you have little 
Cauſe to hope your new Friends will in- 
dulge you in ſuch a Conduct, fo you 
have none to believe that it will be in 
their Power, You muſt ſerve them 
upon their own Terms, or not at all. 
You have yourſelves furniſhed them with 
a Precedent, and the ſevere Law of 
Shooting Dejerters, may poſſibly be 
turned upon thoſe who inſiſted on it with 
ſo much Rigour. You muſt be ſenſible 
that in this Point they are as ſtrong as 
you are weak; they have never given up 
their old Friends, and therefore there is 
no Danger of their being now ſupplanted 
by their new Ones. They formerly made 
a Stop, and made it to ſome Purpoſe, 
and if the World is not miſinformed 
they 


(#9) 
they have ventured to make a Stop a- 
gain, and you and your Friends are al- 
ready at your Ne plus ultra. 6 


This Obſervation leads me to another, 
| which deſerves to be as attentively con- 
ſidered, and it is this: That if any of 
the Proſelytes to your new Creed remain 
long unprovided for they will go off, 
and as you are not over ſtrong at preſent, 
the Weight of your Corps mult be very 
much weakened by every Diminution, 
This will neceſſarily leſſen your Credit 
and your Pretenſions, for having re- 
nounced your old Sentiments, you can- 
not pretend to hold People by the Band 
of PxIxcI LR, but muſt rely entirely on 
that of Preferment ; ſo that in Propor- 
tion as your Power ſinks, your want of 
it will grow upon you; and thoſe who 
while you had a tolerable Share of Au- 
_— were humble and ſubmiſhve, 
will then grow haughty and intractable. 
Ar is not at all unlikely that by detach- 
ing themſelves from you, they may liſt 
themſelves in the old Corps, ſo that in 
the Space of two or three Years, you 
"may have the Mortification of ſeei 
ſome of your Dependants in the Rank 
of your Maſters. 


But 
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But haodeſt of all is, that let Things 
go how they will, you can have no rea-. 
ſonable Proſpect of their ever turning to 
our Ad vantage. For if good Fortune 
ſhould attend our Military Operations 
Abroad, which muſt: be attended with 
many fivourable Conſequences at Home; 
you could arrogate nothing to yourſelves 
with any ſhew of Juſtice; All —. be 
aſcribed” either to thoſe upon whoſe 
Ruin you roſe, or to them by whom 
you were taken in, and-who would then 
be in a Condition to ſhift for themſelves 
without you. But upon any Reverſe of 
Fortune, what is there more probable 
thai that the whole Blame will be laid 
upon your Shoulders, and the very Airs 
you have given yourſelves of putting 
Things upon a new Foot, varying the 
Objects of the War, and purſuing quite 
a new Syſtem, which by the way ſeem 
at preſent to be mere Pretences, would 
be turned upon yourſel ves, and the real 
Conſequences of paſt Miſtakes, be very 
plauſibly deduced by the next Race of 
i Pretenders to Power and Places from 
1 this new Plan which you are now ſo 
1 fond of. Thus while you are ſtaking 
| your ALL, you have not only the Odds 
againſt 
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agua you, but t pie, for let it go 
t Will with the reſt i wolf be 4 
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1 mail conclude, with a wy ſerious 
Reflexion, Which! perſuade myſelf, had 
it ever occurred to your MHA ift the Se- 
ſon of Negotfitidn, ' wool *probably 
have had ſuch an Influence on your Con- 
duct, as would have ſpared_ me the 
Trouble of this Letter, and Hburſe that 
of peruſing it. By chis ſecond Deſer- 
tion, by this leaving the Hopes of the 
People aga im in dhe Totch; 5k will en- 
tirely extinguiſh that Spirit that has been 
with ſo much Difficulty raiſed: For 
WhenFolks ſee that Patriots are but 
common Men, they will not give them- 
ſelves ſo much Trouble to ſupport their 
Pretenſions; but will draw an Argu- 
ment from thence, for minding their 
private Intereſt in the firſt Inſtance, or 
rather make the moſt of that for them- 
ſelves, which puts it in the Power of 
others to bring their Intereſt to Market. 
At leaſt if Things do not take this 
Turn it will not be ſome Peoples Fault; 
and if ever they ſhould, I leave you to 
conſider, Sir, what Figure thoſe Men 
muſt make, who have hitherto been 

conſi- 
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able to others, by their bigb b Protzafom 
to Virtue, Homo Publick Spirit, and 
all the Carpgpry of ſublime Qualigies, 
whicha —— 4 ac Politician enume- 
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